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2 TIM. IL 12. 
If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with him. 


—w—\HERE never was any Nation ſo 
barbarous or illiterate, but ſtill had 
— + ſome notions of a God, and of that 


worſhip and adoration that ought to 
be paid unto him, as the Author and Conſferver 
of their Beings ; but ſuch is the corruption of 
 Ruman nature, ſuch the perverſneſs of our wills 
and affections, that even the beſt of them have 
been always unwilling to obey his injunctions, 
when they went beyond what the Law of Na- 
ture dictated unto them : To do as they would 
be done unto, to love the man that did them a 
kindneſs, theſe precepts might be conſented to; 
but to do good for evil, to love thoſe that hated 
them, and to ſuffer afflictions with patience, 
and injuries without the leaſt thought of re- 
venge, theſe are rejected as ſoon as propoſed: 
To offer in ſacrifice a Bull or a Goat, the firſt- 
lings of their Cattel, or firt fruits of their 
Grounds, they are willing, when it 1s propoſed 
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as a means to appeaſe the Divine wrath ; but 
to crucifie their members, and facrifice their 
beloved Inſts, theſe are more dear than all o- 


thcr worldly enjoyments ; and to part with them 
ency cannot be wrought upon. Thus, although 


the Goſpel for the excellency of 1ts precepts, 
tac noblencfs and generoſity of 1ts rf ay and 
its admurable fitneſs for the accompliſhment of 
it, was molt agreable to the pureſt and ſublmcſt 
Reaſon; conliſting chiefly in a regulation of the 
mind and ſpirit, and ſuch kind of practices as 


might promote the good of humane fſocietics, 


and moſt cftectually conduce to the perfecting 
our natures, and rendering them happy ; yet 
becauſe it was fraught with ſuch precepts as 
were deſtructive to their complacencies and car- 
nal ſecurities, and laid the greateſt reſtraints 
upon their paſſions and inclinations, by no 
means bing with the. former, or anſwer- 
ing the expectations of the latter, it found no 
better entertainment at firſt in the Gentile world, 
than to be derided and ſcoffed at, and its pro- 


 teſſors perſecuted even unto death, by thoſe 


with whoſe intereſt it could no ways conliſt : for 
being immerſed in all manner of ſenſual plea- 
ſure, and wholly become {laves to their paſſions 
and their luſts, their judgments were ng -" 
an 
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and biafſed by their vicious inclinations, and 
*twas as bad as dcath to them to undergo the 
ſtrict forbcarances Chriſtianity would oblige 


 themto. This Religion, fay they, would force 


us to part with all whatſocyer renders our lives 
pleaſant in the world, our luſts ro be ſatisfied 


by no means, injuries and affronts not only to 


be forgiven, but all kind of offices to be return- 
cd inſtead of revenge; tribulation and perſecu- 
tion-to be endur'd without the leaſt regret, or 


the greateſt detriment, even to the loſs of our 
lives, to be ſuffered with conſtancy and patience: 


This cannot be endured, Nature prompts every 


-one to ſeck his own preſervation, and maintain 
his being ; this is the ready way to deſtroy it : 


That which animates ws enlivens our Souls, 
and makes them capable of performing actions 
ſuitable to the dignity of their natures, 1s by 
the ſeverity of this Religion withheld ; that 
which makes our hves happy and pleafant muft 


be parted with ; Father and Mother, Friends 


and Relations, and fair and ample poflefhhons 


' mult be left and forſaken : This can be nothing 


but the politick devices of men, to whom Pro- 


:yvidence has not been fo kind; who'endeavour 


to render our lives as uncafie as their own. To 
bear injuries patiently derogates too-from that 
p prilt- 
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principle of magnanimity ingrafted 1n man, 
who 1s not yet reduced fo low, or become ſo 
degenerate as not to reyenge an injury, not to 
do harm to him that plots and contrives his ru- 
ine ; and we may as well deny ſuſtenance to the 
body when its hungry, or take no notice of an 
object preſented to the ſight, as deny to grati- 
fic our inclinations, or ſatisf1c our domuneering 
laſts; Nature 1s equally concerned in both: But 
oh the ſottiſhneſs of carnal reaſoning! How 
muſerably art thou nuſtaken vain man, making 
thy ſelf no more than equal to the Beaſts that 
periſh ? towhat purpoſe then haſt thou receiy'd 
thoſe noble faculties of thy ſoul, thy under- 
ſtanding and thy will, but with the one, that 
thou nughteſt apprehend aright what 1s beſt for 
thee, and chuſe that which is ſo with the other 2. 
So that if thou have the greateſt averſation to 
what is commanded thee by thy ſenſual faculties, 
yet here the intellectual arc to be called in to 
thy aid, which preſently will paſs their ſentence, 
If what thou ſuffecreſt be for thy good, 1t 1s to 
be embraced. The certainty of which aſſertion 
we have evidently ſet forth unto us in ſundry 
places' of. Scripture, as well as in this of Saint 
Paul to Timothy, where he ſtirs him up to cau- 
tion, carc and. diligence, and fidelity in the diſ- 
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charge of his office, on occafion of the creeping 
hereſfies of the Gnofticks ſtollen in among them, 
which had much debauched the people of 4/ia, 
by indulging them in all manner of licentious 
practices : He adviſes him not to ſuffer himſelf, 
or his flock to be inticed or to fall in love-with 
their profane Diſcourſes and pernicious Do- | 
 Etrines, but to repel them and all their ſollicita- 
tions with the greateſt induſtry, and be ready 
to undergo the ſevereſt afflictions, rather than 
to part with any precept of that Goſpel delver- 
ed unto him, or to recede from the leaſt tittle 
of his Faith : And this Saint Paul does, by put- 
ting him in remembrance how he himſelf had 
ſuffered at Antioch, Iconinm , and Lyſtra, and 
how the Lord had delivered him out of all, Chap. 

. 11. However if it were God's Will that 
he ſhould not eſcape his enenues hands, but that 
they ſhould prevail ſo far, even tothe taking his 
life, yet he had this comfort and affurance, this 
was moſt certain, a faithful ſaying, That if we 
are dead with him, we ſhall live with him; if 
we ſuffer, we ſhall hkewiſe reign with him. * In 
which words we have a duty and a reward: an- 
nexed untoit: In the Duty I ſhall conſider theſe 
following particulars : | | 

1/7. Thar to be a true Chriſtian, doth imply'a 
nece(- 
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neceſſity of ſuffering ; and that becauſe Chriſti- 
anity 1s a ſuffering Religion. 2dly. The Rea- 
ſonableneſs of ſuffering, and that, 1. Becauſe 
Chriſt commands it. 2. Becauſc he ſuffered for 
us. 3. That it is our greateſt intereſt to ſuffer. 
4. I ſhall conſider the Reward we purchaſe. 

Firſt then, To be a true Chriſtian doth im- 

ply a neceſſity of ſuffering; and that becauſe 

Chriſtianity is a ſuffering Religion. 

Chriſtianity bears ſuch a contrariety unto the 
inclinations of our natures, and the inticements 
of our fleſh, the allurements of the world, and 
the ſuggeſtions of the Devil ; that they who do 
ſincerely embrace 1ts precepts, mult neceffarily 
ſuffer much by theſe Three potent enenues, a- 
gainſt which we 1n our Baptiſm are ſigned with 
the Crofs, as a Flag of defiance. 

Firſt, We ſuffer by the inclinations of our Na- 
tures, and the inticements of our Fleſh. 

If wc look upon man as he 1s by Nature, and 
as he 1s a Chriſtian, we ſhall find a great altera- 
tion ; by Nature he purſues every object thac 
invites, and makes uſe of any inſtruments that 
ſerves his deſigns; he reſolves to compaſs what 
he deſires, and he will gratifie his paſſions at any 
rate; he conſiders only his preſent enjoyment, 
without the diſmal conſequences that attend his 

| actions : 
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' ations:if his Endeavours are Diſappointed he 


thinks himſelf nuſerable, but if they ſucceed, in 
amoſlt proſperous condition. . The caſe. is quite 
otherwiſe as a Chriſtian, he is ſo far altered from 
what he was before, that he ſeems to have 
changed his, very being; for whereas before his 
deſires were as large as tus Nature,, and he mighe- 
let fly at whatſoever, his humour or his fancy 

did ſuggeſt unto him, his actions before free 

and direfted towhat hus luſts prompted him,now 

he 1s-to ſteer by a regular Compaſs, to be cir- 

cumſcribed within the ſtreight linuts of Right 

and Wrong, heisto ſcanover every object, and 

notin the leaſt to deyiate from-his Rule, 'or. ler a 

circumſtance, be wanting, or out of-its, place; 
ſo far from giving way to his Paſſions, : that he 
muſt ſtifle them 1n their birth; ſo far from pam-- 
pering his luſts, that he 1s ſtrictly enjoyned to 

crucific them; ſothat the man muſt neceſſarily 

endure great conflicts within himſelf: his carnal 

Inclinations dire& hun this way, and his Reli- 
gion commands himto ſteer a. quite contrary. 
courſe ; what the one inclines himto perſite and 
loye ; the other bids him fly and hate; whar-the, 
one would haychim cheriſh, the other gbliges- 


 himco mortific: For-hechat is Chriſts hath cry- _ 


cified the fleſh with. the 'Aﬀections and Laſts 


thereof; 
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thereof; a ſevere Diſciplinethis! in which a man 


muſt aC&t his fierceſt Anger on his deareſt Friends ; 
thus man fuffers by living mn cnnuty with him- 
ſelf, by ſtabbing fs Deſires and crucifying hs 
beloved Luſts. | Cw Wt as 

Nature could never yet fuggeſt into any one, 
the hatred of his own fleſhor the laſts thereof; 


| but Criſtianity which is not framed to the Di- 


Ctates of deprayed nature, muſt, and will readily 
paſs ſentence upon them, if they were- good or 


profitable they were to be pernutted ; but be- 


ing eyil and hurtful by all means to be ſup- 
p_; but alas! our domineering luſts, and rebel- 
ous paſſions arenot ſo ſoon conquered; 1t will 
be no eafie thing to bring the body- under ; 
when has been grven to Luxury ;. to uſe 1t to 
temperance and Sobriety whenit has been habi- 


tuated to exceſs; *'rwill beno eafte matrer to re- - 


ſtrain and curb the emiſſions of anger-, when 
they have been pernutted the looſe rein ;. or to. 
lay aſide the hatred of an enemy, when we have 
often taſted the- ſeeming pleaſure of revenge: 
And then how hard a matter will it be to-bring 


down pampered wantonneſs, by the bread and 


water of affliction ?: For what a maſterleſs Ty- 
rant is youth: in the height of blood? how 1m- 
patient is-he if he-is deprived of his ES, 

_ refles? 
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reſſcs? Hhow-will he fret , and rage, and hazard 
n T5 and life are both devoted. ta 


Aa nd hc. will part with. the one, and. lay 
own the. other; rather than he will quit / ie 

caſures,. or reſt himfelf from the amorous em- 

braces.of his Beloved Sothat confidering:-how 
prone our anclintionsare to vice, and how,hard it 
is for us to overcome them;we mult of neceſfiry 
ſiffer much before we can bring them under, 
and make them yield 'obedicnce to our Reaſon 
and the Golpcl proceges, that we Ray be true 
Chriſtians | 


The next enemy we -have to in ingage with,and 
ſuffer by, is the world; Saint John commands 
us in tus Epiffle,. zot to ſet our affeftions on things 
of the Ry for the: love of the world is enmity 
with God, who ought to be the greateſt object 
of our love; ſo that we cannat. be (aid. to-loye 
God, if the. love of the world dwell within us. 
By the-world is meant the wicked, the wicked 
world. the greatclt part of » Whoate 


RS fron obe beying ing. the: C oe, wa = maxitns, - afid 
thoſe precepts WUame 86s £ toQ, 
chat. t hog may = 'theyery heathen in their 
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their , Truumphs and their Games? How do 
they indulge themſelyes in Luxury, Riot, and 
immoderate drinkings, exeeding their Bacchanals 
and Saturnals? nay how much more do they 
adorn it's honors and riches, Idolizing them as 
the ſole Divinities? how do they conſecrate their 
whole care im their acqueſt, and make them the 
deſign of all their proje&ts, and center of all 
their ations? how common 1s it to ſee the Am- 
bitious man ſweat withthe pains he takes to ar- 
rive to ſome eminency, where he may fecurely 
tread upon thoſe, who before were his equals? 
how does he imploy his whole ſtrength,and cre- 
dit of all his friends to be above them? how 
common 5 it to ſee the coyetous worldling 
ſpending the greateſt of his life in oppreſſing and 
grinding the face of the poor, and on ſet braid- 
ing upon his bags, thanking his Age that hath 
made him deaf to the louder cries of the Orphan 
& Widows:how do another fort of men indulge 
chemſclves ingll manner of fenſuality, drownin; 
their Reaſon, and fuffocaring their bodics' with 
the noifom vapours of putrefactior .and totten- 
neſs, and then'declatne againſt the ſevere lifeand 
deyouter actions of the true Chriſtian?,”* 

In the midi of EET Pet isthe 
devout Chriſtian phiced” what _ 
ATLIE - ſuffer 
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ſuffer from them all; for his Innoccncy upbraids 
their vicious Lives; and the'Maximis he obſerves 
contradits their beloved: Principles ;* and-therc- 
fore -he-is' derided' for his Religious behaviour 
towards his God, and ſcoffced at for his great zeal 
n the obſervance of his Precepts. For is humility 
and meckrieſs, 'duties ſo often-recommended to 
us by our Saviour, and a blefſedneſs pronoun- 
- ced unto them, yet by the Ambitious man he is 
accounted as' one of a feryile Diſpoſition, a 
Temper fit only for the Abject ;- one of no, Spirit 
or deſign in the World';' by no means qualified 
for the Devices of the Polirick, or fit to manage 
the weighty affairs, and ſubtile Intrigues of 
State. For Ins Liberality and Charity! to che 
Poor, Precepts ſo ſtrictly enjoyned,; and with- 


out, which we are no better than ſounding 


braſs, or _tinckling cimbals; Yer he.'is ac- 
cuſed of ' the'' covetous workdling ,* of the 
greateſt Simplicity --and''* Folly , throwing 
away the greateſt part of his Eſtate upon'thoſs, 
he can expe&tnorequital from; ' one that's ſhore 
flighted © and looks Hot'beyond'the-affairs'of a 
day, has nojeare for fururicy 3} when hanger, or 
thurſt, cold or ''nakedneſs may oppreſs him}, 
then hc has nothing 'to, ſupply the one;* or cloth 
the other {.avhuleſt he may filg-&r6guibm ro his 


ſoul, 
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foul, having ſecured himſtf, bylaying up in 
ſtore fas many ;years. For fas. Temperange and 

 Sobricty,. he is by- the! ſenſual ,nnan reckned a 
mere puny,, not fit for ſociety, or to keepicom- 
pany with the moſt refined ſort of men, te WKS 
of the age. And for -lis Chaſtity, that, is wn- 
 purcd to his Weaknels, and Impotence. -But his 
ſufferings were very lighs, it bis encmicy per; 
ceiv'd no farther; \but they often tunes thks 
away tus Liberty and: lus Life to0z. for though 
one Would ti oC tis 1nnocence might here-pro- 
tet him,, yet. thoſe, who are imployed '1h- a 
work by the Devit, have ſcycral ways to-bring 
21t about, and boggle not at any thing to-offec&; 
their Deſigns: 1; their firſt Projects do- mor 
-work cftcctually, they 'will chemſelves commir 
:the greateſt wickedneſs. ( as Nero did in: arg 
che Ciry) rather chanyais hci aims, and. 
ledge the. poor Chriſtian. to. be; the Author, 
makeing ſure 'of his deſtruction; and! avoid 
their own. _— CE 
Thus is the ſincere Chriſtian look'd upon as fit 
for nothung but to be unpoſed ana moſtabject; - 
ſilly, patafal Mortal; and the Preg5pts he obeys | 
-alcogether . incffe&tual .to render lus. life com- | 
fortable here, or happy . hereafter; but t's by 
fuch-that prefex.the bewarghing| pleaſurogpf ki 
| ia for 
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for a ſeaſon, thar wholly give themſelves ro 


their ſenſual Appetites, and that never were ac-: 


ainted with that Connfort and Sarifattion, 
at ariſes from a ferene and quiet Confcience m 


the performance of Chriſts Precepts. The 
Devout Chriſtian knows that 'the 'way tobe 


cxalred . in Chrifts Kingdom, . is to be humble 
and meek, and wonders at the afpirings of the 
Ambitious, and that great Totl and Labour 
he takes to arrive to the top of that: Pinacle, 
where his ſtanding. is uncaſic 'and his fall dead- 


ly; he deſpiſes the glittering'of that gold,” the 


covetons mans eye are dazkd with, and he 
hwſelf anche by ;' he is fo. far from Idol- 
zing itthat he counts 1rnoberter than the Earth 
he treads on, and can part with it with mach: 
more cagerncfs than he received it; by this 
means laying up for himfelf Treafares in Hea- 
ven, - arid does not in the Teaſt diffrult God! (if 
he have wherewithal ) to feed! when he is hun- 
gry, that feedeth the Ravens, and Cloth him 
_ e590; thatcloaths the Lillies'of the fiehds.. © He is 
content to got alone-in' paths of Pty. ind Ver- 
tue, Hyng the Company and Jallity of the 
World, which may make him hazard his in- 


nocenee, if not contra&t their' vices; he wilt. 
not converſe with the Impious and Profane, and 


therefore 


hw  . —- » - . —— 
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| therefore they ſhoot out their arrows againſt . 
him ,...even . bitter words : | But makes his, 
Vertue.-his companion, , and ſecks.his great- 
eſt Felicity in his Solitude and the: Tran- 
quillity of his Soul; if his thirſt be quench- 
ed, and his hunger ſatisfied, : he , matters 
not their flonds of liquors, or their coſtly Deli- 
cacies: In.a word, if he have but food and rai- 
ment, things convenient and neceſlary for him, 
he 1s. therewith content : But if they proceed, 
by.their -Helliſh Policy, to take..away this hus 
Liberty and his Life too, then.he reſolves pa- 
tiently to ſuffer for his God, who he never h 
ſeen; which .1s the; Crown of his Faith, the 
Confidence of his Hope, and. his greateſt Cha-. 
rity. | —, , 

| The next Enemy we ſuffer by, is the Deyll, 
and he is the moſt inyeterate; whoſe chicfeſt 
buſineſs it has been, fince he was baniſhed, by 
his cunning Artifice and crafty Wiles, to de- 
Jade and cntrap weak men, that he hath a 
ſhare of thoſe Torments into which: he was 
caſt, for -his-preſumptuous ſins; not that, he 
does it to allevate fs Pains, or render his 


Torments the leſs grievcous; but that he cn- 
deavours. to thwart Gods. holy Purpoſes, un 
tempting thaſe to commut- ſin ,, whom God 


a- 


hath 


EY 
hath conſigned to happineſs. Thus no ſooner 
had Man his being, but he Plots and Con- 
trives his ruine; and having ſuch lucky ſucces 
in his firſt enterpriſe, doubts not of a ſecond 
overthrow : but he perceives that the Chriſtian 


1s. grown wary, and his bait that worked fo 


cffe&tual heretofore, will not fo caſily decoy 
lim into. Deſtruction: - 'tis not now to per- 
{wade them, that they ſhall be as God that will 
effe&t his deſigns; and therefore he conſiders 
the Temperature of our Bodies, and Diſpoſt- 
tion of our. Minds;and where he finds what fin 
we are moſt prone to, and where moſt inch- 
nable to let it in, there he ſets up his Standard, 
.and Aſlaults us in this Poſture: he ſtands uſing 
his cunning Devices to undermine us, and his 
Strategems to overcome us; ſometimes he ſub- 
tily diſſembles, making ſhew of ſome Good 
| that may accrew unto us, to expel out of our 
innocent - minds all jealouſtie and ſuſpicion of 
Evil; he gilds over his baits, to make them 
ſeem pleaſant to the eye ; but if they be ſearch- 
ed into, we find them (like, the Apples of So- 
dom) nothing but ſtench and rottenneſs within; 
if his ſpecious pretences are. rejxfted, how 
cunningly. ſoever varniſhed over with-- the 
colour of Virtue, ſo that lys deſigns _— 
| C. MM 
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and his endeavours to work upon us rendred 
incffectual , then he will counterfert flight to 
make us draw off our Garriſons; and when we 
arc cager in the perſuit, as Hannibal did to the 
Romans, he returns, ſets upon us, and gives us 
a general Defeat. But he that is a good Sol- 
dicr of Jeſus Chriſt, always keeps a ſtrong guard 
abour him, does not leave! the leaſt gap, 
through which the enemy may enter; but 


plants his ſtrongeſt Garriſon there, where he is 
moſt likely to be aſlaulted; and then though 


he ſuffer the greateſt hardſhips, undergo the 


greateſt damage, and be beſet with the greateſt 


danger, eyen the lofing of Is bfe; yet he 
girds up his loins, and ſummons up all his fa- 
culties, and nothing 1s able to daunt his Cou- 


rage, or diſhearten his Induſtry in withſtand- 


ing all the aſſaults of his Enemy ; he reſolyes 
to lay down his life rather than yield unto 
him; and thinks not this Precept of Chriſt too 
ſevere and rigid, grievous or unreaſonable, 


boldly to follow the Captain of his Salyation. 
Which brings me to the Second thing I deſign 


to ſpeak to, The reaſonableneſs of Suftcring ; 
and that, Firſt, becauſe Chriſt commands it. 

Secondly, - Becauſe he ſuffered for us. 
Chrift's Precepts are ſo full fraught with Pu- 
rity 


(19) | 
rity and Holineſs, Juſtice and Goodneſs, that 
they may juſtly challenge their pedigree from 
Heaven, and to have deriy'd their beings from 
the Father of goodneſs; fo that he does require 
nothing, but what is moſt reaſonable. He that 
afts according to the eternal reaſons of an 
Omniſcient Power, of which ours in us primi- 
tive Perfection and Purity was but a Glance and 
Reflection ; He that appeals to the faculties of 
men touching the equity of his Diſpenſations, 
as God did to bus People ; Are not my ways equal? 
are not your ways unequal ? Can nomore diſcard 
Reaſon, than he can his Being; and that not 
becauſe he 1s not Ommpotent, but becauſe it 
would argue in him an Imperfe&tion; but be- 
cauſe whatever runs counter to our inclination, 
15 apt to be irreconcilable to our reaſon; and 
that was the Reaſon that Chriſtianity in its 
infancy met with fuch-cold entertainment in the 
world,becauſe men ſo value themſclves of their 
reaſon, that they will admit nothing but whac 
- hath ſtood the tryal of that criterion; and 
thereupon ſome have preſumed to: dictate to 
Heaven , and preſcribe to the * Almighty : 
Becauſe, I fay, that ſome have arrived to thar 
pitch of unpudence, to reaſon Chriſt out of his 


Divunty; its no wonder it others, when their fleſh 
G2 and 
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and blood 1s concerned, endeayour to argue 
him out of his Humanity, I mean, the reaſon- 
ableneſs of his Precepts; they look no farther 
than their outſide, and becauſe they ſeem terri- 
ble to their fleſh, they preſently conclude them 
againſt their reaſon, and run like Children from 
their friends, when they have put vizards on: 
But if they would take the pains to conſider the 
deſign of them, and the reward they purchaſe, 
they would find them to be for their greateſt 
good, and cxactly conſonant to the dictates 
of right reaſon. For what can be more reaſon- 
able, than that hardſhips and ſufferings ſhould 
accompany thoſe Precepts, to which God has 
annexed fo great a reward? and that the wa 

ſhould be ſteep, rugged and difficult, that leads 
rocternal glory ? Nature hath prepared Crowns 
for the Valiant, and Trumphs for the Con- 
queror ; but he ſhall wade for them through 
blood; he ſhall firſt undergo the Severity of 
Military Diſcipline, the hardſhips of the Field, 
and the danger of a Battle. God hath alfo 
provided a Canaan for his Children, and a Land 


_ flowing with Milk and Honey for his Inheri- 


tance; but they ſhall firſt run through an 
Egyptian bondage; they ſhall travel for it 
through the Red-Sca; they ſhall endure the hard- 
ſhips 
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ſhips of the Wildernefs,8& the tedinm of a War : 
And he that ſhall murmur or repine at the one, 
ſhall certainty be defeated of the other. For fo 
it happencd of all the Children of Iſ-ae/ that were 
numbred 1n Sina, not one beſide Caleb and 
Foſhaa were permutted-to enter into the Pro- 
miſed Land, becaufe rhey provoked God to 
Anger in the Wilderneſs, and murmur'd athim 
in the Defart. Chriſt has Iikewife purchaſed for 
us a better Canaaneyen cternal manſions in Hea- 
ven; but men muſt not expect to go thither 
on a Feather-bed, leſt it ſhould prove bur the 
deluſion of a Dream, and they awake into a 
worſer Eternity ; He that was made perfect 
through ſufferings, hath told us, Mar. 7. 14. 
that, that way 1s narrow, and that there is not 
room for a Drunkard to ſtagger in, or the 
Latitudinarian to expartiate cither his Principles 
or his Practice; he muſt crucifie his Aﬀections 
and Luſts, that will ſhare with him in his King- 
dom; he muſt endure Perſecutions and Suffer- 
ings,yea, and Death it ſelf for his ſake, who hath 
redeemed hmm from a worſe: In a word, he 
muſt take up his Crofs that will be his Diſciple ; 
and he that will wear a Crown of Glory, mu, 

at leaſt, be ready to wear a Crown of Thorns. 
This being then evident, that becauſe Chriſt 
hath 


282 
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hath commanded us to ſuffer, therefore it 1s 
reaſonable; I ſhall farther make it appear to be 
highly the reaſonableneſs of it; and that, 
Becauſe Chriſt commands it. 
Chriſt commands his Diſciples nothing,but he 
inforces it with an Argument from himſclf; he 


muſt firſt ſuffer for us, and through theſe 


ſufferings enter into Glory; then he cnjoyns 
them as the means for us to arrive unto it; for 
thus he told his Apoſtles before they were ſeat 
forth to the converſion of the world ; You are 
my ſheep, and I am the good Shepherd, yet I muſt 
ſend you among Wolves, and expoſe you unto the 
unmerciful fury and rage of cruel T yrants, who will 
not only ſlight and contemn your Dofrin and Per- 
ſons, but force you to undergo the ſharpeſt pains 
and exquiſite tortures ; and for your farther encou- 
ragement , deprive you of your Honour and your 
Lives for my ſake, after they have dealt ſo by me. 
The ſadneſs of the news might ſomewhat ſur- 
priſe them, when but a little before they were 
queſtioning among themſelves,which ſhould be 
greateſt in his Kingdom: but it did not at all 
abate their courage! or diſhearten them from 
executing their ofhce. Men certainly much 
ſtrengthned from above! moſt of them poor and 
of low deſcent, bur Fiſhermen, who ones not 

oalt 
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boaſt of that ſprightly blood, great Heroes 
pretend to have running in their veins; but 


through Gods aſſiſtance, there was nothing able 


to daunt the courage of a Chriſtian, but they 


reſolved to behave themſelves as ſtout and un- 


diſturbed in their ſufferings for Chriſt, as they 
were willing to dye for him their Lord and 
Maſter, who not long after was treated by 
his enemies,. as he had foretold ; for his Con- 
verfation was flighted and contemned, his 
Doctrine derided and ſcoffed at; and his.Mi- 
racles were ſaid to be done by the help of Ma- 
ick, and the aſſiſtance of the Prince of Devils: 
b perſon was vilified, and ſoon after put to 
the moſt Barbarous, Cruel, and Shametul 
Death, that of the Crofs: And to behold the 
Son of God, Omnipotence it ſelf, thus hang- 
ing on the Croſs, cruelly murdered, by the 
moſt wicked, evil and malictous men; to be- 
hold him, who could have Legions of Angels 
to his reſcue, or have deſtroyed his enenmes 
with the lcaft blaſt of his mouth, willingly ſub- 
mutting himfelf to the will and power of his 
cruel Murderers, and all this for our fakes, to 
make a full Attonement and Satisfaction to his 
Father for our ſins, and free us from the wrath 
to come; Certainly we cannot grudge or re- 
pine, 
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pine when we ſuffer for him, or tax Jus Pre- 
cepts of tne leaſt unreaſonableneſs; but rejoyce, 
as*did his holy Apoſtles, who counted it all joy, 
when they were to enter into Tribulation; for 
they betook themſelves to their Oficium, as 
ſoon as they had received their Commuſhon; 
and Preached Chriſts Doctrine with the pureſt 
Zxal, and in the true Evidence and Demonſtra- 
tion of the Holy Spirit; and for their pains and 
travel, they were traduced for the vileſt offen- 
ders, and made as the filth of this world ; 
they were hated and perſued as enenues and 
diſturbers of the Peace: In a word, they were 
 vitified and contemned, expoſed to Pain and 
Tortures, and then to Death it ſelf; all which 
they ſuffered with perfect Conſtancy and Pati- 
ence, being aſſured that it was for hs ſake, 
who had endured much more for them. 

Thus was our Religion and her Votaries 
treated for Chriſt, at its firſt entrance into 
the world; no ſooner had the glimmerings 
of the Goſpel been diſplayed, but preſently 
clouds and yapours riſe up, which itrive- to 
extinguiſh its Light, or, at leaſt, ſo to interpoſs, 
thar they nught hinder its progreſs from come- 
ing to thoſe that lived in -Darkneſs and in 
the ſhadow of Death: but as they were alto- 

gether 
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gcther. nnable to put out its Light, ſo neither 

, could they ſtop it in its progreſs: For the All- 
wiſe Providence was pleaſed to defign,that Chri- 

ſtianity ſhould be propagated by Sufferings, and 

grow ſtrong by thoſe very means which were 
uſed. to weaken and extirpate it ; for it was not 

to be done with Arms, or Faction, or the Fa- 

vour of great Men; . not by the cunning So- 

%\, Pphiſtry of Philoſophers, or the perſwaſive Rhe- 
terick of Orators; only by a naked propoſal of 
-plain. evident Truth, with a firm reſolution of 

ſuffering and dying for it; by. which it hath 
ſubducd all kind of Perſecution, and furmount- 

£d whatever diſcouragement or reſiſtance could 

be layd in its. way ; Sanguis enim Martyrum erat 

ſemen Eccleſia : which ſuddenly grew up: and 
ſpread its branches through every City of the 

World and Proyince.For their greateſt Enenues, 

when they beheld . ſuch an undaunted courage 

in aſſerting, ſuch conſtancy in profeſſing That 
Religion which would infallibly work their de- 
F ſtruction ; ' were inchned to believe the hand of 

God to have upheld, and ſtrengthned them, and 

that it could proceed from no other but him, 

they preſently commenced Chriſtians, and be- 

lieved that to ſuffer for Chriſt,was their greateſt 
Intercſt, and to dye for him their greateſt Gain. 
| 2+  .  __ 
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Which brings me tothe next particular in order 
to be ſpoken to: = 
That to fufſer for Chrift is our greateſt Intereſt. 
It has always becn found a very hard marter 
to perſwade the Senſual man to believe, that 
Sufterings can either procure his Pleaſure or his 
Profit; for looking no farther than his ſenfual 
Pleaſure, and his preſent Enjoyment, he lays 
out his whole care in the Preſervation of him- 
felf, in the Satisfachon of his defires, m defen- 
ding his body from harm, and ſecuring himſelf 
from any thing that may annoy or hurt him: 
This Principle 1s preſſed fo home unto him by 
the Dictates of his Nature, that he takes it for 
granted , he 1s to deny all commands , neglect 
all injuntions to the contrary ; for he is ſure, if 
he fails m this, all his pleaſures ſuddenly vaniſh, 
and his greateſt emjoyments come to an end; 
and poor man he nuſerably periſhes, and for 
want of due carc of himſelf, procures his own 
deſtruction. But, alas! if he would but con- 
f1der and ſearch into himſelf, it would preſently 
appear unto him, that by how much the more 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction a man takes from the 
delight of his Mind, than he does from that of 
his Body ; by ſo much he 1s the happier, as to 
his preſent eſtate; for beſides the excerciſing of 
hs Vertues, Humnulity , Patience, and Cn; 
| which 
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which otherwiſe would lye hid, he enjoys the 
ſecurity of his Mind, a quiet and peaccable 
Conſcience void of offence, that fears no evil, 
becauſe it has done none: And that there is ſuch 
a real Joy concealed under apparent Miſeries, 
is eyident from the Sufferer himſelf; that holy 
Pride he diſcovers in all his actions, thoſe plea- 
ſing looks that continually poſſeſs his Counte- 
nance, are certain evidence of the tranquility 
of his Mind. Tempeſts do not diſturb rc- 

ſc, and he neyer ſeems more unſhaken, than 
when he 1s toſſed about; he is ſo ſtable and per- 
manent 1n all his diſaſters, that if the world 
ſhould fall in pieces, he would not be concern- 
ed. Then let the Worldling lay afide his Ho- 
nours and his Riches, his Pride and Luxury, 
which are ſo far from procuring real Pleaſure, 
that there isnothing ariſes from them, . but trou- 
ble and diffatisfaction. The Greateſt the Am- 
bitious man aims at, 1s no longer pleaſcnt un- 
to him, than when he is in the perſuit; for 
when he pollcſſes it, he is puſhed on by the 1n- 
quictude of his defircs, and thurſts after freſh 
honours: Riches never ſausfic,. for when they 
are locked up in the Cheſt, the defire is fill Pp 
ecr mor<Pride and Luxpry hayc ſa [ile content 
in them, thax one £5 > Diſeaſe of the. Mind, ts 
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other breeds diſeaſes to afflict the Bodymotking 
can be ſaid to be permanent, or to have con- 
rentment 1n 1t,. but the joy of a wife man, who 
reſts ſecure when the greateſt violence 1s cxer- 
ciſcd on his perſon; whoſe Mind ſtands firm as 
a Rock, when his body is ſhaken aſunder; and 
the afflitting body does not ſo much loſe his 
courage, as it ſtrengthens and confirms it; he 
reſembles thoſe Stars that are cleareſt in the 
moſt Tempeſtuous Weather, and have the 
grcateſt luſtre when they ſhine through Miſts 


and Foggy Exhalations. This being prenuſed, 


I ſhall proceed to make it appear, to be his 
greateſt intereſt to ſuffer for Chriſt , even the 
lofs of Is Life; becauſe it procures his eternal 
happineſs in the world to come: But here we 
have him objecting, that God-Almighty can- 
not love the man who he makes the object of 
his wrath; or conſfign him to happineſs whom 
he fo nuſerably Puniſhes and Atflitts; that he 
can never be fit company for Saints and Angels 
in Heaven, who was contemned and hated .' 
afflicted and tormented even unto Death here 
on carth. But the Example of our Saviour is a 
ſufhcient anſwer to this, who was a man of 
ſorrows, rejected and deſpiſed, Wounded for 
our Tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for ' our iniquitics. - 

| be os We 
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We are aſſured that God is Holy, Wiſe, and 


Good, and that he can do nothing nus>ecom- 
ing or unworthy of thoſe Attributes; and there- 
fore we ought to. reſt ſatisfied, that it 1s hs 
Will that we ſhall be thus qualified for Heaven, 
that he brings us unto him by the very ſame 
means and method he did his Beloyed Soin; for 
he chaſtiſes every one whom he receiveth, . that 
theſe light affliftions may work for him a far more 
exceeding-and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor.4. 17. 

But Chriſt, he reply's, died tor us to preſerve 
our lives, and he will not have us to dye, or 
deſtroy us, aftcr he has given us our lives; but 
he dyed not to preſerve our temporal lives, but 
to. procure for us 'cternal Iife in Heaven; to 
obtain which, we muſt ſuffer even the loſs of 
preſent life for him ; for he that endeavours to ſave 
his life, ſhall loſe it; and he that loſes it for Chrifts 
ſake ſhall ſave it, Mark 8..35. Life muft be de- 
ſpiſed here on earth, if we will enjoy an ho- 
nourable place in Heaven; ſo that Martyrdom 
is an ingenious Tyrant, that kills us to faye 
us; and an innocent crume, that overwhelms 
with confuſion, to Crown us with Glory : If 


we believe 7ertullian, 1t 1s an obliging Cruelty, - 


that tears away our lives, to give them us a- 
gain; that deſpiſes us, to make us rich; and 
; making 
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making us to be imitators of the Son of God, 
aſſures us to have part in his felicity. This 
made St. Paul to rejoyce, that he was thought 


worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt Jeſus; and this made 


the Primitive Chriſtians prefer Diſgrace to Ho- 
nour, Poverty to Riches, Torments to Plca- 
ſures, and Death it ſelf to Life; their minds 
were ſo inchanted with the hopes of Futurity , 
that it charmed their Grief, confirmed their 
Conſtancy, and rendred them yictorious 1n 
the midſt of all their Afictions. For with what 
Patience and Conſtancy did they ſuffer un the 
times of Perſecution, when they were hurried 
from one place to another, not ſuffered to con- 
fer with freedom, or breath with ſafety ! when 
they were driven into Priſons,. and and loaded 
with Chains, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormen- 
ted, and then brought out to their Execution 
upon the Rack, Wheel, or Gridiron! they were 
ſo far from murmuring , or being diftyrbcd in 
their Sufferings, that they rejoyced in the mud(t 
of their Tortures,and hacked their Executioners 
for tearing them in pieces.! Smce then we haye 
had ſuch a cloud of Watneſles who: have gone 
before us, and obtained the end of their Hopes, 
even the Salvation of ther. Souls, let us not be 
diſcouraged, or be diſheartncd mn our dury' 

; ut 
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but run with patience the race that is ſet be- 
fore us, reſolving boldly to follow the Captain 
of our,- as well as rhexr, Salvation. But we 
cannot 'become Martyrs for Chriſt, as did his 
holy Apoſtles, and thoſe in the Prinutive Tunes, 
ſince our Religion-1s generally embraced, and 
the Croſs ſits as an Ornament on the Forcheads 
of Kings and Emperours: but although we do 
not ſuffer for him in the propagating Is Rel: 
gion among Heathens and Infidels, yet we may 


ſuffer nearer home; we have enemies in our - 


breaſts,' for this houſe of clay is divided againſt 
it {elf ,,and wageth more than; Civil War 
within us; fo that eyery Chriſtian- 1s permited 
to be his one Exccutioner, and without ſwer- 
ving from his: Duty, to be his own Tyrant and 
Perſecutor; and he that ſuffers by afflicting 
his Body, and contending with infamous plea- 
furcsby conquering his Paſhons, and Subduihg 
his Luſts; by: hambline his Pride, and ſtifling 
in his Breaft- the defire of Riches and Honouys, 
may very well boaſt himſelf to be in the liſt and 
number of-thefc Hlaſtrous Heroes, whom Gol 
was pleaſed to honour with Martyrdom 1m the 
firſt ages of Chriſttamity, and then recerved them 


into his Eternal Manſions in; Heaven: which 
brings'me tomy laſt Particular. - 707 - 


The 
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The Rewatd we purchaſe by Siiffering.” We 
ſhall alſo reign-with him. | | 
Chriſtianzty is a life of Faith and Hope faſtned 
on futurc Promiſes, which God will accompliſh 
when we have done what he appoints us in the 
interim to door ſuffer;for we cannot expect that 
he ſhould ſatishe our longing, or fulfil: our deſires 
to all cternity, unleſs we Fri hs W1ll ; for ous 
Time of Trial in this Life, we muſt behave our 
{clves hike our forcrunner, to be worthy of turn, 
and gain the victory here on Earth,. before we 
Triumph and wear the Crown in Heayen.Tode: 
ſcribe this place, expreſs 1ts joys, -or determine 
where it 15,ſurpaſſeth the underſtanding of Man; 
ſince thar very Apoſtle that ſeemed to have 2 
glimpſe thereof hath left us only a negative De- 
{cription,which neither Eye hath ſeen,nor ear heard, 
nor entred into the heart of man to concerve. Let us 
not then endeavour to ſeatch out what God hath 
thought to conceal, Quid animum divinis conſilits 
minorem fatizasſay the Poct, Why doſt thou' vex 
thy mind with the Decrees of the Almighty be- 
yond thy reach? It is Heaven, what canſt thou 
know ? that there 15 ſuch a place, we may aflure 
our fclves, fmce Truth it ſelf hath ſpoken it; 
and zn 1t many. Manſions too, where our Souls 
ſhall receive the full meaſure and: compliment 


of 
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of Happineſs, being rewarded with the Parti- 
Cipation of. Chrift's Glory ; and the boundleſs 


a of thoſe ſpirits remain c_—_— (a- 
, In having a full and perfe& knowledg 


and the fruition of the Beatifick Viſion. 


' Knowledg 1s mans greateſt perfection, it di- 
ftinguiſhes tum from his fellow creatures, and 
makcs him to.be Lord over them; nay,it makes 
a difference between one man and another ; for 
by how much the more a man advances 1n it, 
by ſo much he is thought worthier and better 

n another: this makes us Toil and Labour 
nts acqueſt, and willing to increaſe in ſorrow, 


that we may increaſe in knowledg. But what 


1s it, wewith ſo much difhculty have acquired ? 
"tis no more than that which ſhall be then, a 


Mole-hull to the greateſt Mountain;nay, a Drop 


ro the Ocean : For our greateſt knowledg is bur 


the leaſt part of what we are ignorant; and Sc-' 


crates humfelf ſaid, that he knew nothing. Here 


indeed we do but darkly apprehend, and can 
bur gueſs at Cauſes by their produced Effects ; 


for ifwe endeayour to diſcover the Motions and 
Operations of the moſt inconſiderable creaturc, 
our underſtanding is preſently gravelled,and our 


ſtrongeſt reaſoning at a ſtand,and we are forced: 
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to.cry- out, How ach are: ey 
and his ways paſt fi nding out * 
ſhall have a full and perfect Ao: 


| ableto diſcernall things in theur-m x 


and hidden Cauſes; for our knowledg ſhall be 
advanced into a fall grown Science, and we 
ſhall arrive to the perfeft Man, at. the; meaſure 
of the ſtature, and fullneſs of Chriſt.  Herews, 
like che Spouſe in the Canticles,ſeck aur: Beloved 
onely. in the dark, view onely, the Ticture of. 
his Habitation, which is this Viſible, .Wanld;; 
bchold only his back-parts.in the: Glaſs of. lys 
Creatures, and taſt ſomewhat more of him in, 
his comfortable Ordinances, and but ſufficient: 
to make us Sick with Love: but: hercaftgr we, 
thall ſee God face to face, know him. as.he 1s ;; 


nay, as We our ſclycs are known; wee ts 'l 


him, we ſhall know all things, far he. 1s all1n 


Nor ſhafl-we only know Tim. as he is,butenjo oY,- 
him too; our HR ſhall conſiſt in_the,.Con-.. 


eemplation of his moſt Divine Perfeftions,. 
which muſt necds create Pleaſures as infimte. as 
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chemſclycs, that neither trouble nor ſorraw 


hall interrupt; for all tears ſhall be wiped t 23 | 


our Eycs; hcic ſhall be a perpetual joy, w | 
the leaſt mixture of the Gall of Bitterneſs ; AT 


continual Praiſcs ſuing from our mourhes; for . 


- the 
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the. Plahvil ſays, That theſe thac dwell in: Its 
2g _ = ſtill praiſing! him. - Here the 
wicked do to hurt us; 'hor the- 
vorkcts of 1 nique to. do us iny harms for the 
or. cannot take away our goods,” nor the 
cract Tyrant depriy our Ives; we 
as far —_——_— of the onc, as we ae the 
malice of the —_— Here a.David ray 
SY b caves AR Ck for ever free from. 
Fury Rage:ol>a cuting Sexl. 
pwus Sauls ehjogreharSouierof ol ol&could Bib 
with be, the intimate:;venverſe of thoſe brave 
Heroes that have gone before them ; and Here 
with Angels and Spirits of Juſt men made per-- 
fect, we ſhall always be celebrating the excel- 
lencies of the Divine Perfections in the Beatifick, 
V fron: 

Having an Eye then Lg this ſo exceeding - 
great reward, Let-us a Not withſtanding. 
the Malice of Men 8 os faithfully to 
adhere to this our profeſſion, to obey its Pre-- 
cepts of ſuffering. cvcn unto Death,with Pari-. 
ence & Conſtancy;that at the laſt our Innocence 
may break forth as the Lightning, and our juſt 
dealings as the Noon-day ; and for this I. p of 
Temporal Sufferings, weſhalt have an Eternal 
Life * Joy, in his preſcence,where there 18 _ 

neſs 
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'of it; "and at wh right hand thers To 
es for;eyvermote. * - 

/*. To which God of his infinite: Mercy bring 
* us. all through-Jeſus Chriſt our: Lord; 
whom - with he Father, and the Holy:S 

be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Honour, G wn 


Praiſe, Might, Majeſty. and: Dominion, , how 
and. for evermore. 


= he Grace of our Lord Jeſus C briend the Love 


of God, and the Fellowſhip: of the _ Ghoſt, be 
mw us all evermore, Amen. *. 7 af 
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